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Noam Chomsky: Climate Change &
Nuclear Proliferation Pose the Worst
Threat Ever Faced by Humans
President Obama has just passed a little-noticed milestone, according to The New York Times: Obama
has now been at war longer than any president in U.S. history—longer than George W. Bush, Franklin
D. Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln. Obama has taken military action in at least seven countries: Iraq,
Afghanistan, Libya, Syria, Pakistan, Yemen and Somalia. Just last month, President Obama
announced the deployment of 250 more Special Operations troops to Syria in a move that nearly
doubles the official U.S. presence in the country. As war spreads across the globe, a record 60 million
people were driven from their homes last year. Experts warn the refugee crisis may also worsen due to
the impacts of global warming. Over the weekend, NASA released data showing 2016 is on pace to be
by far the hottest year ever, breaking the 2015 record. Meanwhile, many fear a new nuclear arms
race has quietly begun, as the United States, Russia and China race to build arsenals of smaller
nuclear weapons. These multiple crises come as voters in the United States prepare to elect a new
president. We speak with one of the world’s preeminent intellectuals, Noam Chomsky, institute
professor emeritus at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he has taught for more than 50
years. His latest book is titled "Who Rules the World?"
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TRANSCRIPT
This is a rush transcript. Copy may not be in its ﬁnal form.
AMY GOODMAN: We’re on the road here in New York, then on today to [Chicago], to Madison,
Wisconsin, and then to Toronto, Canada.
The New York Times is reporting President Obama has just passed a little-noticed milestone: He has
now been at war longer than any president in U.S. history—longer than George W. Bush, longer than
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, longer than Abraham Lincoln. Obama has taken military action in at least
seven countries: Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, Syria, Pakistan, Yemen and Somalia. Just last month,
President Obama announced the deployment of 250 more Special Operations troops to Syria in a
move that nearly doubles the official U.S. presence in the country.
As war spreads across the globe, a record 60 million people were driven from their homes last year.
Experts warn the refugee crisis may also worsen due to the impacts of global warming. Over the
weekend, NASA released data showing 2016 is on pace to be by far the hottest year ever, breaking
the 2015 record. April became the seventh month in a row to have broken global temperature
records. Meanwhile, many fear a new nuclear arms race has quietly begun, as the United States,
Russia and China race to build arsenals of smaller nuclear weapons. These multiple crises come as
voters in the United States prepare to elect a new president.
To make sense of the challenges facing the globe and the state of the U.S. election, we’re joined
today by one of the world’s preeminent intellectuals, Noam Chomsky, institute professor emeritus at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he’s taught for more than half a century. His latest book
is called Who Rules the World?
Noam Chomsky, welcome back to Democracy Now! It’s great to have you with us.

▶
AMY GOODMAN: So, Noam, who rules the world?

▶

AMY GOODMAN: How does the United States set the terms of the global discourse and, overall,
what’s happening in the world?

▶
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AMY GOODMAN: You talk about the two major threats facing the world today: nuclear war and
climate change. Talk about each.

▶
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AMY GOODMAN: Noam—

▶
AMY GOODMAN: Noam, we’re going to go to a break. When we come back, we’ll play the last
remaining Republican in the race, Donald Trump’s comment on climate change, and also get your
take overall on the 2016 presidential election here in the United States. Noam Chomsky,
world-renowned political dissident, linguist, author, has a new book out; it’s called Who Rules the
World? Stay with us.
The original content of this program is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 United States License. Please attribute legal
copies of this work to democracynow.org. Some of the work(s) that this program incorporates,
however, may be separately licensed. For further information or additional permissions, contact us.
Recommended Stories

4

